
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2021/JANUARY 2022 

A packed issue, so there’s only space to send you all best wishes for a joyful festive season, we hope without any 

curtailment of activities this year, and a much better 2022.  

 

Wedding Anniversary 
Belated congratulations to 

Robert and Hilary Trueman 

on their golden wedding 

anniversary.  They were 

married on 2nd November 

1971 at Swettenham 

Church. 

  

North Rode Carol Singers 

 

 

 

 

will be out & about in the village 

on 

Thursday 23rd December 2021 

from 6pm 

Why not join together with friends and 

neighbours to welcome us to sing & wish each 

other a “Happy Christmas”! 

All donations will be divided between North Rode 

Church and The Christie at Macclesfield 

Welcome hosts should contact Sue Bullock  

01260 223773 susanbullock@btinternet.com  

to arrange a mutually convenient time 

Wishing you all a very 

Happy Christmas 

& 

Best Wishes for the New Year 

Christmas Fair & Coffee Morning 
A reminder:  Tuesday 30th November, 10am – 2pm 

at The Grange, North Rode CW12 2NY in aid of the 

Saramek Trust.  Stalls, cakes, tea/coffee and light 

refreshments etc.  Baking and Produce welcome for 

the cake stall.  Further information from  Shirley 

Tudor- Evans 07778 648088, 01260 223292 or 

shirleytudor@btinternet.com 

 

DO YOU WANT A NEW 

VILLAGE HALL? 

VILLAGE HALL  

CONSULTATION 

 

A lady Jean Moreton, a village stalwart, has left 

£200,000 in her will towards a Village Hall facility. 

This begs three important questions. 

Do the Community want a modern square room 

with cloakroom facilities for village events and for 

Villagers to hire for family events which need more 

space than their homes? If and only if the answer is 

a firm “YES” 

Can any villagers offer any of their skills in 

construction to assist with the project and make the 

£200,000 go further? 

Would anyone be prepared to donate towards the 

project to maximise the size and potential benefit of 

the new facilities? £10,000, £20,000 or £50,000 

which will make the money go further. The Daintry 

Hall is a registered charity and Gift Aid tax relief can 

be claimed on all donations. 

 Jean must have realised that £200,000 could not 

build a new Hall but if the money was matched by 

the Village a fine Hall could be built. 

The old Daintry Hall is a stone Grade 2 listed building 

built in the Victorian era as a village school and hall. 

Until about 30 years ago it was regularly used at 

weekend as a village disco and for harvest suppers 

and other village social events. It is a long thin solid 

building now used a thriving children’s nursery. It 

was historically governed by the Church but now we 

envisage a more secular village facility. 

 In early December, The Daintry Hall Management 

Committee will send out by email and a brochure 

delivered to everybody’s home together with a 

reply form and addressed envelope. They want to 

hear your views and whether you can help 

practically or financially. Please reply by 14th 

January. 

 

Andrew Hodgson 
Many congratulations to Andy on receiving a 

Fellowship of the Pharmaceutical Society for his 

services over 30 years.  



The Rector's Letter – November 

     In contrast to this time last year, many of us are glad that we can look forward to something approaching a more 

“normal” Christmas and New Year, spending time with family and friends.  Some of the recent stories in the media 

about potential shortages of turkeys, wine and children’s toys etc. this Christmas have been very entertaining.  It is 

worth remembering that the first Christmas Day was far from perfect.  Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, no 

doubt later than planned, because Mary was pregnant, which slowed their journey.  Finding no room at the Inn, 

she had no choice but to give birth in a cattle shed.  Therefore, we should ignore the advertisements exhorting us 

to create the “perfect” Christmas and remember that it ought to be splendidly imperfect, like the first one. 

     During a recent “Thought for the Day” on Radio 4 the speaker said, 

“People were created to be loved.  Things were created to be used.  The reason the world is in chaos 

is because things are being loved and people are being used.” 

Jesus was born into our world in order to show people how they should care for one another.  In the Gospels we 

see how Jesus spent his time not with the wealthy and famous, but with the poor, the sick and those who were 

living on the margins of society. 

     Who will we be spending our time with over the Christmas period?  Will some of us be getting into debt in order 

to provide “things” for others this year?  The most precious thing that we can give someone is our time.  Our aim 

during the festive season should be for each of us to attempt to do something special for someone in need this 

Christmastide.  It hardly needs saying, but some people will find this a difficult (rather than joyful) season of the 

year, perhaps because of bereavement, illness, financial worries, loneliness, or some other concern. 

     While we cannot change the whole world, we can change the little bit of the world in which we live, if we take 

seriously one of the central messages of Christmas: people are more important than things. 

 

Yours ever, 

Colin Wilson 

 

Moving and Ministry. 

Thankyou Marilyn for asking me to write a brief article for your churches’ Newsletter.   

I moved from York to Macclesfield on May 21st 2021. Yes, an activity top of the stress tree! 

It has been wonderful for me to already have been in touch with your Rector, the Rev’d 

Colin Wilson and his wife Rachel Wilson who have been welcoming and supportive in my 

new surroundings.   Likewise, the church communities in Gawsworth and North Rode have 

been excellent to work with and get to know in such a short time. 

I have moved from York and Ryedale being the ‘live in’ Chaplain at Castle Howard for some 

years. Also, during the last twelve years I have ministered as a civilian chaplain to the army in Catterick, Topcliffe, 

and Dishforth and I taught in Darlington at the Educational Village.  

I look forward now to new challenges and being closer geographically to my daughter and family.  

We all truly followed Christ’s model of going from place to place, meeting one another as he walks by in all we do 

and say. We see the love He has to offer which is beyond our human comprehension but revealed in his divinity. 

Thank you for your welcome and your amazing community spirit. I look forward to being part of your church 

congregations as we approach Advent and the hope of the Christ child to be in our midst once more.  

Prayers and best wishes 

Rev’d Anne Freestone. Broken Cross 

 



December/January Services  

Toy Service 

The toy collection is organised by the 

NSPCC in conjunction with Congleton 

town council and Congleton Chronicle.  

Contrary to previous instructions they 

would like unwrapped presents in 

particular educational  ones for older 

children, so they know what they are 

distributing, and parents will wrap them.  

Do join us for our service with your gifts.  

Donations before the service will also be 

welcome, left in the porch or a church  

pew. 

 

Carol Service 
We look forward to welcoming you, 

together with the Macclesfield Light 

Orchestra and Rachel Wilson as soloist, 

after missing it last year.  Mulled wine and 

mince pies will be available afterwards. 

Remembrance  Sun. 14th Nov . 

The service at St Michael’s was well 

supported, and we are 

grateful to the Revd. 

Anne Freestone for 

leading it and 

scattering poppies, also 

to Yvonne Brown for 

the beautiful flower 

arrangements. 

 

 http://northrodechurch.org.uk/ 
 

 

 

Rector 

Revd. Colin Wilson           01260 223201              
Warden  

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie         01260 223346 

Secretary 

Mrs Diane Lowe               01260 272576 

Treasurer 

Mrs Lynn Petts  01260 222902 

Newsletter Contacts   

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie         01260 223346 

Ms Kate Bean  01260 272723 

 

 

Knitted Bible Exhibition 

This remarkable travelling  

exhibition  depicting over 100 

knitted characters in Bible 

scenes will  be at St 

Catherine’s Church, Birtles, 

from   Fri 26th Nov. until   Sun 5th Dec. with opening by the 

Bishop of Chester and closing by the Bishop of Stockport.  For 

details and variable opening times see the link at 

https://www.alderleyedge.com/  

Dec 5th  

Advent 2 

No flowers 

11.15 am 

Toy Service 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

Geoffrey Allen 

Dec 9th 1.00 pm 

Wedding 

Paul 

Wendy  

Faulkner 

Price 

Dec 12th 

Advent 3 

 

6.30 pm 

Carol Service 

Macc. Light 

Orchestra 

Led by: 

Sidesmen:  

Readings: 

The Rector 

Bailey Family 

TBA 

Dec 19th  

Advent 4 

 

11.15 am 

 Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Lynn Petts 

Myrtle Bullock 

Dec 24th  

Christmas Eve  

Flowers: TBA 

8.00 pm 

Midnight Mass 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb  

Judy Howarth 

Jerry Howarth 

Dec 25th  

Christmas Day 

10.00 am 

 Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

At Gawsworth 

Led by: 

 

 

The Rector 

Dec 26th  

Boxing Day 

10.00 am 

Said 

Communion 

At Gawsworth 

Led by: 

 

 

The Rector 

Jan 2nd 

Christmas 2 

Flowers: Louise 

Jackson 

11.15 am 

 Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb  

Louise Jackson 

Sharon Oldfield 

Jan 9th 

Epiphany 1 

Flowers: as last 

week 

11.15 am 

 Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Anne Lever 

Geoffrey Allen 

Jan 16th 

Epiphany 2 

Anne Lever 

11.15 am 

Morning Prayer 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Readings: 

Mr Keith Parrott 

Mary Hobson 

David Emmett 

Mary Hobson 

Jan 23rd 

Epiphany 3 

Flowers: as last 

week 

11.15 am 

 Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

Anne Lever 

Jan 30th 

Epiphany 4 

Flowers: Shirley 

Tudor-Evans 

11.15 am 

 Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Bishop William 

Peter Brocklehurst 

Marilyn Ainslie 

Feb 6th 

4th before Lent 

Flowers: as last 

week 

11.15 am 

 Holy 

Communion 

(CW)) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Diane Lowe 

Bronwen Bebington 



 

Save our Parish 
A big THANKYOU to all residents who have responded to Cheshire East’s consultation on the proposed merger of 

Eaton and North Rode parishes. North Rode Parish Councillors have worked hard in the past few months asking all 

residents to reply to the consultation. Our view is on the placards that you will have seen up around the parish. We 

believe a merger with Eaton would not be good for local residents. 

I want to express my personal thanks to our Councillors for their hard work on this 

issue. The consultation closed on 28th November. The results will not be known until 

May 2022. We are hoping that our views will genuinely be listened to by Cheshire 

East Council. During the last few months Councillors have had an overwhelmingly 

negative response from residents to the proposals to merge North Rode with Eaton 

parishes. 

Whilst this has been the main focus for your Parish Council over the past few weeks, 

we have also continued to speak to Cheshire East Highways, our PCSO Julia Short 

and Lesley Smetham (our ward Councillor) about our highways issues and also to 

monitor planning applications. We are planning the lighting of a celebration Beacon 

for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 2nd June 2022. 

If you have any local concerns that you wish to raise, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me or any of our 

Parish Councillors – Georgina Bailey, Alastair Bayley, Brian Evans, Jacqui Lee, John Narraway and Huw Williams (the 

Councillor in the picture above). 

 

Janet Hughes 

North Rode Parish Council Chairman 

 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends  

We have had some really magical days at school since we returned after half term and celebrated all things 

‘marvellous at Marton’ with an incredible Outdoor Day for the whole school. The Staff had planned some amazing 

activities that included: making bookmarks, making and designing picture frames, making soap, visiting a French 

food market, a word treasure hunt and story writing, nightline, camp fire and sparklers, assault course, and colour 

profiling 

...we finished the day with a Rocket Launch Worship with Rev Arch, whilst eating sausages!  

We were so lucky to invite Kerry from Clarity 4D, Miss Davies from Eaton Bank, ASM, Pete Webborn and Sue Furness 

to join us and together the whole team enabled the children to have a truly magical day. We all agreed that we 

need to do this at least every half term as our whole school community was fully involved.  

Our sporting stars continue to make us proud and in recognition for all their hard work, competing against local 

schools, undertaking Bikeability etc. we rewarded them with a PE enrichment day and worked on Scooter skills, 

another fantastic day at school! 

We will also celebrate Justice – one of our school values – by dedicating a school day this term and travel along our 

Footsteps of Faith; way makers that depict our school values which are located in our school grounds. Each class 

will travel to each way marker and undertake an activity that supports their Christian understanding and provide a 

chance to ‘live’ our values. 

Continuing the theme of outdoors, we are not letting Covid ruin Christmas and will be conducting our performances 

outside (wrapped up and in the spirit of outdoor nativities!) and all are looking forward to these. Schools have 

adapted so well to new routines and changes and I continue to see the positive at all times; I am blessed to work 

alongside a team that enables this to happen. 

 

Wishing you and your families a peaceful and happy Christmas, with every good wish for the New Year too. 

Always your friend, Nevin 

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 



North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 
The November Meeting of North Rode WI was opened by the President Bronwen Bebington. Several 

apologies were given out. Thanks were given to Diane Lowe for the Table Flowers and the Raffle. Teas 

were provided by Pauline Croft and Gloria Cole, cakes by Eileen Slack and Mary Hobson, Vote of Thanks by Bronwen 

Bebington. 

Minutes of the last Meeting were read out. Matters arising were the Christmas Lunch in December to be held at 

the Legs of Man, the March 2022 competition will be Mini Daffodils. The 2022 Programme is being arranged. Our 

speaker Doug Wisener gave a  short talk about Defibrillators. He did not bring an actual one to the Meeting but gave 

details how to use them in emergencies. He encouraged members to use one if necessary as it could save someone’s 

life. Bronwen Bebington gave a Vote of Thanks to Doug. Tea and Cakes were then served and we had our Business 

Meeting. 

No Cheshire News or correspondence has been received as the post delivery has been disrupted. Following on from 

the business we held our AGM Meeting. Treasurer Margaret Aitchison gave out our yearly Financial Statement, 

seconded by Sandie White. Secretary Pam Robinson gave a brief account of recent Events. We met in August for 

the first time for a Garden Party, then had meetings at Eaton Church and Community Hall in September and 

October. We have our Christmas Lunch organised, something to look forward to in December. We hope 2022 will 

be more of a normal year of WI Meetings. President Bronwen Bebington gave a short report and welcomed Diane 

Lowe to our Committee for 2022. This was proposed and seconded by all. The rest of the Committee remains the 

same. A Climate Change Quiz to tie in with the COP26 Conference, organised by Pauline Croft, took place and was 

won by Eileen Slack with Pam Robinson coming second. The Raffle was won by Margaret Aitchison. 

The first Meeting in 2022 will be held on Tuesday 11th January at 2pm to 4pm at Eaton Church and Community Hall.   

 

Nature Notes by John Lea 

I thought I could look back on some of the stories I may have missed.  The rabbit that we both thought we had seen 

was in fact a young hare.  Since then, a couple of times I've seen it, now grown, pop out of the wood and just 

vanished in the meadow grass.  A Hare can snuggle down in its 'form' in quite short grass, so with the growth of 

grass this autumn it can remain all day unseen. 

Just before we moved to Gawsworth I had a collie that appeared to be afraid of nothing; neither man nor beast.  I 

was driving across a fairly bare grass field on a little grey Fergie.  The dog in his usual place running alongside when 

I saw a Hare snuggled down in its form. The dog never saw it until his nose touched its bottom.  The Hare leapt 

about 3 foot in the air and the dog, yelping with fear, tumbled backwards. 

Remembering that story I thought I would remind you the wildlife that we have lost, not since we came to Shellow, 

but since we retired 28 years ago.  Nightjars nested in tufted grass along the edge of the wood.  They rest through 

the day sitting lengthways on a bough.  I have searched and never seen one, but I did see them in flight when their 

jarring call rang out in the darkness.  I made a mistake by staying away from that area, when I should have looked 

in the winter.  Birch encroached the tufted grass and the Nightjars have gone. 

A couple of pairs of Woodcock nested in the wood.  Their courtship flight is called 'roding' which consists of flying 

about 8 foot above the ground in a zig-zagging unmistakable manner making a repetitive cheeping noise.  Alas, I 

am guilty.  In retirement I took my old Labrador for a walk each morning, not that I could walk far, but I had a couple 

of seats spaced where I could rest.  Usually two cats and my old dog snuffled around while I rested, and Woodcock 

didn't like the company.  Although they did hang on in the wood until about 20 years ago. 

There were two badly waterlogged fields, old drainage schemes blocked made perfect nesting ground for 

snipe.  Jack Trueman bought one off me and drained it; later I put a few pennies together and bought 30 acres of 

land containing another.  50 years ago the government were pushing us to make every acre productive.  We did, 

but the snipe didn't like it.  

 

Last Month’s Quiz – Answers 

 A Prayer for Owen Meany 

Of Human Bondage 

For Whom the Bell Tolls 

The Picture of Dorian Gray 

The Bridges of Madison County 

Crime and Punishment 

Of Mice and Men 

The Scarlet Letter 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Wuthering Heights 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

Nights In Rodanthe 

A Tale of Two Cities 

The Great Train Robbery 

War and Peace 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

The  Importance of Being Earnest 

The Catcher in the Rye 

The Sound and the Fury 

Cry the Beloved Country 

The Kite Runner 



The Bullocks visit Mull  by Mark Bullock 

The difficulties with holidays in our household is trying to find the time! 

The holiday could only be fitted between a Young Farmer’s Summer Ball in 

Byley on Saturday 18th and a 21st the following Saturday.  

Our destination was 400 miles away.  

Collecting Win and Flo from the Ball in the field we set off at 2.00am arriving 

in Oban at 8.30am ready for breakfast. 

The CalMac ferry took us over the sea to Mull; the fourth largest island off the 

coast of the United Kingdom.  

Once on Mull it took us another hour to reach our destination near Bunessan.  

 

We met up with the Lathom family who took us on one of their favourite 

walks across rough pasture and rock to a white sandy beach washed by the 

clear turquoise sea under a sky of blue azure. It did not feel like Scotland in 

September. However, an impulse to strip off and run into the sea soon 

cooled our romance.  

 

 

Off the western tip of Mull is the Island 

of Iona, this is where 563AD St. 

Columba arrived to spread Celtic 

Christianity. This spiritual place has a 

graveyard with 48 Scottish Kings, 8 

Norwegian Kings and 4 Irish Kings 

buried.  

We took apples and ginger cake on our walk out to Shiaba on the south coast. It is situated on high ground with 

views of Carraig Cliffs and across the sea to Colonsay, Islay & Jura. The settlement consists of roofless buildings and 

other enclosures. Dry stone houses with rounded corners. You can make out a run-rig system; strips of land. The 

Duke of Argyll found it more profitable to farm sheep and thus started evicting the villagers in 1845; majority leaving 

following the potato famine of 1846. 

 

 

  



 

Good boots or wellingtons were 

needed on the day we visited Erraid, 

a tidal island, accessible on foot only 

at low tide. We climbed up past 

lovely pink granite houses to the 

lighthouse signal station. This was 

used to make contact with Dhu 

Heartach and Skerryvore lighthouses 

10 and 26 miles away.  

At Weavers Bay we 

played cricket on the 

dense wet grey sands 

under sullen skies. Once 

played a quick decision 

was made to dash into 

the crashing waves 

thundering off the 

Atlantic. How we were 

dressed can be left to 

your imagination! 

  

 

The accommodation was a wooden 

log framed house with an Onduline 

roof. I resisted undertaking a full 

Building Survey as I was on holiday, 

but couldn’t help noticing the lack of 

insulation in the walls and roof. 

The house was down a short rough 

track leading to a private pier and 

dilapidated fish processing building.  

  

The setting was peaceful overlooking a sea lock with the lap of the sea 

on the stone cobbled foreshore, through the protection of a double 

glazed window. For outside there were the ever voracious midges with 

what felt like a bite from an insect 10 times their size. The midge must 

be all mouth! There was however respite when the wind blew in the squalls of dense all enveloping rain.  

There was wildlife to behold which made the area special. It included sea and golden eagles, otters and deer, but 

the most sensational was a large star fish climbing around the steel barnacle encrusted columns of the rusting pier.  

It measured two hand spans across from one arm end to another.  

The locals were very pleasant, but the majority were incomers trying out a different life. Whether it’s Tom the 

cockney lad that cleans holiday lets between ferrying children back and forth to the primary school or Pam the 

Geordie who wins the chat-room competition. She runs the village store, but is always in the Spar talking. Her pet 

hate is her family coming to visit. She said she very much liked our chats.   I said I was a good listener.  



 Christmas Quiz 

1. Which country started the tradition of putting up a Christmas tree? 

2. How many ghosts show up in A Christmas Carol? 

3. In Home Alone, where are the McCallisters going on holiday when they leave Kevin behind? 

4. Which country did eggnog originate?  

5. How many gifts were given in total in 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' song? 

6. What year did Mariah Carey’s ‘All I Want For Christmas Is You’ come out? 

7. In which Christmas movie does Tom Hanks play 6 of the characters? 

8. In which country is it tradition to eat KFC for Christmas dinner? 

9. In the movie Love Actually, which character sang ‘Christmas Is All Around’?  

10. How many of Rudolph's fellow reindeers' names start with 'D'? 

11. What is traditionally hidden inside a Christmas pudding? 

12. Which city has been donating Trafalgar Square’s Christmas tree to London every year since 1947? 

13. If you’re born on Christmas day, what’s your star sign? 

14. What is the best-selling Christmas single of all time? 

15. UK sitcom Gavin and Stacey returned to TV for a Christmas special in 2019. How many years has it 

been off-air before the reunion? 

16. In the episode of Friends ‘The One with the Holiday Armadillo’, who dresses up as an armadillo?  

17. In Mean Girls, which Christmas song do the plastics get up on stage to perform? 

18. What time is the Queen’s speech traditionally broadcast on Christmas Day? 

19. What colour are mistletoe berries?  

20. In Home Alone 2, who does Kevin run into in the hotel lobby? 

21. What colour suit did Santa wear until Coca Cola rebranded him in red?  

22. What decoration do elves traditionally have on their shoes?  

23. Miracle On 34th Street centres on what real-life department store?  

24. Which Christmassy song plays at the end of the 1988 film Die Hard? 

25. What is the opening line to Shakin' Stevens' 'Merry Christmas Everyone'? 

26. What was the UK Christmas number one in 2010? 

27. When do the 12 days of Christmas start? 

28. According to Buddy the Elf, what are the four food groups elves can eat? 

29. What fruit is traditionally put inside a Christmas stocking? 

30. According to tradition, when should you have your Christmas decorations down by?  

31. Traditionally, when should you start making a Christmas pudding? 

32. Who was killed off in the 2012 Downton Abbey Christmas special cliffhanger? 

33. In Elf, what’s the first rule in the Code of The Elves? 

34. What gift did Harry Potter receive from the Dursleys during his first Christmas at Hogwarts? 

35. Which U.S. state was the first to declare Christmas Day an official holiday? 

36. What is the Grinch's dog called? 

37. What's type of tree is most commonly used for Christmas trees? 

38. In the song 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' what was the gift given on the seventh day? 

39. In the 2008 Gavin & Stacey Christmas special what gifts does Nessa give to everyone? 

40. What is Iris's job in The Holiday? 

 

Q: What do you call a tree that does science experiments? 

A: Chemistree 

Q: What did the buffalo say the day his son left for college? 

A: ”Bison.” 

I tried to date a tennis player once, but love meant nothing to her.  

My friend has changed so much since she decided to become a vegan. Sometimes, it’s like I’ve never met 

herbivore.  

Accordion to a recent survey, inserting musical instruments randomly into sentences often goes unnoticed.  

Swallowed a load of maggots whilst fishing. Now I’m sitting in A&E with baited breath. 


